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REGIONAL Express (REX) Airlines 
has been hit by pilot shortages, lead-
ing to the cancellation of two Mount 
Gambier fl ights last week.

Pilot shortages have come as a result 
of major Australian airlines “poach-
ing” pilots from regional airlines and 
pilot training schools, according to a 
Rex spokesperson.

The shortages have had a devastat-
ing effect on the airline, which last 
week was forced to suspend fl ights 
from Brisbane to Maryborough until 
March 2008.

Rex managing director Geoff Breust 
said due to the shortages the airline 
had to choose to either suspend some 
of its regular services to build up a 
reserve buffer, or cancel ad hoc fl ights 
each time a pilot called in sick.

“Rex has traditionally been the air-
line with the lowest cancellation rates 
in Australia and we intend for it to 
remain that way even in these trying 
circumstances,” Mr Breust said.

Mr Breust said he did not forsee 
any further suspension of services, 
but could not guarantee more can-
cellations would not follow, stating 
the situation would be monitored 
closely.

The chief pilot of Quantas described 
the shortages as being more cata-
strophic than the collapse of Ansett 
and said all airlines had been badly 
hit.

Mr Breust said he remained con-
fi dent the problem would only be a 
temporary setback.

“We have more than 700 applicants 
for our pilot cadet scheme and the fi rst 
batch of 20 selected candidates will 
commence their 32 weeks of training 
at the Rex pilot academy on December 
10 this year,” he said.

“We call on the other major airlines 
in Australia to train their own pilots 
instead of simply poaching massively 
from the regional airlines and the pilot 
training schools.”

THE Christian symbols of the world’s 
largest youth event toured the region 
over the weekend as part of a nation-wide 
journey.

The 3.8 metre-high World Youth Day 
Cross and Icon of Our Lady are travelling 
around Australia for World Youth Day, 
launched by the late Pope John Paul II 
two decades ago.

Arriving in the South East on Sunday, 
the cross began its journey in Keith, before 
stopping in Penola.

It reached Mount Gambier on Sunday 
evening and was offi cially welcomed and 
blessed by Mount Gambier Parish Priest 
Father Richard Morris and Mount Gambier 
Mayor Steve Perryman. 

More than 300 people young and old 
joined the procession, which began at the 
Blue Lake Pumping Station and proceeded 
down Bay Road and Penola Road before 
arriving at Saint Paul’s Catholic Church.

Once at the church, a special service 
was held to celebrate the arrival of the 
cross, icon and message stick to Mount 
Gambier.

World Youth Day Cross committee 
member Nathaniel Sutton said the cross 
arrived in Millicent’s Saint Alphonsus 
Church yesterday, where a liturgy and 
barbecue breakfast was held as the cross 
completed its fi nal leg on its South East 
journey. 

Mr Sutton said it was a great privilege 
to have something connected to a major 
event like World Youth Day arrive in the 

Limestone Coast.
“It was a fantastic day and brought to 

Mount Gambier the wonderful feeling of 
World Youth Day, the sense of belonging 
to the Church - that our faith is in fact 
shared by millions of people who believe 
in Jesus and want to make the world a 
better place,” he said.

“It was wonderful to see the cross and 
icon, the core symbols of the Christian 
faith in the region, and to be able to share 
that feeling of unity and prayer that Pope 
John Paul II has inspired in so many young 
people.”

He said the cross was not only a sign 
of sorrow and suffering, but through the 
resurrection of Jesus, it had become a sign 
of new beginnings, of salvation, love, and 
hope. 

“The arrival of the World Youth Day 
Cross to the region was such a blessing 
and there was a joyful reverence as the 
procession with the Cross travelled along 
the streets of Mount Gambier,” Mr Sutton 
said.

World Youth Day gathers hundreds of 
thousands of young people around the world 
to celebrate and learn about the Catholic 
faith and to build bridges of friendship 
and hope between continents, people and 
cultures.

The cross and accompanying icon will go 
through every diocese in Australia before 
arriving in Sydney for the World Youth Day 
celebrations in July 2008.

More than 50,000 people are expected to 
take part when Sydney hosts the event from 
July 15 to 20 over a three day period.

pMore than 300 people joined in the procession to welcome the World Youth Day 
Cross into Mount Gambier on Sunday evening. Picture: SARAH DUFFIELD.

City hosts religious icons
BY KELLY LEWIS
Email: kelly@tbw.com.au

Pilot shortage hits region

BAXTER HIRE
EQUIPMENT HIRE & SALES

8725 7700
104 Penola Road

B
W

42
30

92

OPEN 7 DAYS

no ordinary view of the public sector

GO ON 75 
FREE TOURS 
 IN 1 WEEK.

From 17-25 November come and 
explore some of the state’s most 
intriguing workplaces, on 75 tours 

that take a rare behind-the-scenes look at some very interesting jobs. 
Everything from the Police Barracks, Fire Service Headquarters, Southern 
Ranger fi sheries vessel and Naracoorte Caves, a Traffi c Control Centre, 
operating theatre, hyperbaric chamber and a cemetery. They will all be 

on show to turn your thinking inside out about
how you view the South Australian public sector and the great job our 
people do. Tour bookings are essential to register for an event go to our 
website or call us.

INSIDEOUT07

JAM IPS/0008

PUBLIC SECTOR WEEK 17-25 NOVEMBER
www.sa.gov.au/insideout or call 8212 7555

HEARING MATTERS ARE OFFERING

FREE TRIALS
OF THE LATEST DIGITAL ‘OPEN FIT’ HEARING TECHNOLOGY 

FROM AROUND THE WORLD

PLUS FREE DIGITAL AIDS TO ALL
ELIGIBLE PENSIONERS AND VETERANS (conditions apply)

So call them today to make an appointment:

1300 731 710
‘Because hearing matters’

Eye Centre, Pinehall Avenue MT GAMBIER
Council Chambers, Royal Circus ROBE

BW462756

Southgate Motel
Phone 8723 1175

‘Tis the season to be
jolly with friends & family!

for groups up to 150 or as intimate as 2

Live Entertainment with

Two Stroke
DATES:

Saturday December 1st
Saturday December 8th

Saturday December 15th
(6.30pm drinks & dinner starting at 7pm sharp)
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